AN ARMY AGAINST AN AN*                             61
Simla heights, is charging the Bombay Government with incom-
petence for allowing leadership to pass into the hands of Sardar
Vallabhbhai, and is now issuing orders from Simla as if the Bombay
Government had not itself fully exploited the four weapons of sama,
dama, etc. It is also rumoured that the present discontinuance of
the work of the police and attachment officers portends the omi-
nous lull before the storm. These are the faint and distant echoes
of the Government's preparations of a new and more aggressive
strategy.
But the Bardoli satyagrahis should remain utterly unaffected by
such rumours. If they are false, the Government will be less to
blame and the satyagrahis be tried less. If they are true, the cup
of the Government's sins will be filled to the brim, and the satya-
grahis will get the desired opportunity to prove their worth.
Someone has said, "One who is forewarned is ever at ease."
On the basis of this, satyagrahis should be fully prepared. If the
rumour is true and the Government takes an unexpected step by
launching a sudden attack and creating confusion amongst the
satyagrahis, it could break up their ranks, and whatever has been
gained so far would be instantaneously lost.
Where the commander is awake all the twenty-four hours,
what need is there to give a warning? What need is there to
wake up those who are already awake? Eternal vigilance is one
of the inevitable conditions of satyagraha. Moreover, satyagrahis
do not have to concern themselves with the problem of different
kinds of strategies. The satyagrahi's strategy remains the same
for all ages, all places and all circumstances. After all, can even
the rich have more than two eyes however much they want to?
A satyagrahi learns his first and last lesson with his oath; therefore,
the work of the commander and his army becomes simple, straight-
forward and easy. Satyagraha is a wonderful remedy needing no
modification. One cNo' from the satyagrahi is capable of eradi-
cating the thirty-six diseases. Let the Government confiscate our
property, attach all our land, imprison us, exile us, put us to
the sword or blow us with cannonballs. One who cannot pass
any of these tests cannot be considered a true satyagrahi. A
satyagrahi's vow can never be observed in parts because truth is
not composed of parts. Truth is only one, whole and indivisible
and stays as such for all time, past, present and future. Truth
can be compared to an arch. If even one brick of the arch
comes off, the whole arch crumbles. Because a counterfeit coin
is accepted at ninety-nine shops, it does not acquire the worth to
be accepted in the hundredth shop. It was a false coin from the